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and cleanliness of the city are the two things about it which have remained uppermost in his memory.
He again spoke of the progress which Abyssinia has made under the Italians, and in answer to my question he gave me a number of details. Formerly, natives could only hold their land, everything else they had to surrender, and they received nothing, not even drinking water, free of charge. Now the people are given a chance to work and earn a good living. And now that the new roads had been opened, and communications have improved, how much more work was possible in a day ! He thought for a moment and then added that now, too, the churches would be free from trouble for another ten years ; that the children would be properly brought up and educated, and the sick cared for. One had the conviction that everything he said he himself seriously believed, as the result of careful thought and thorough consideration, and that he was not merely repeating a series of polite phrases learnt by heart. " I have lived under seven Abyssinian Emperors,3* he said in conclusion, " so I ought to be able to judge the difference between the past and now."
It is Ras Hailu's custom at the end of an interview to offer his guests a glass of champagne and, with it, foaming beer. The Italian journalist with me whispered that I must drink both to avoid giving offence to our host. We clinked glasses. Without doubt that is the first, and last, time I shall drink champagne with an Abyssinian.
Meanwhile it had grown dark, and servants brought paraffin lamps, since the coloured electric lamps hanging from the ceiling had apparently only been placed there as ornaments.
I mentioned to Ras Hailu that I had already visited the church which belongs to him and contains the graves of members of his family, not far from the new Italian cemetery. He acknowledged this by a courteous nod of the head. His features seldom betray his thoughts. He is a proud and, also, an astute Amhara.
That there  is activity going  on behind his forehead